


DAVID HERTZ

PANEL HOUSE

Venice, California, US.A.
Design: 2003-04 Construction: 2004-06 Phos: Foskis £

The house is located on 28 x 85 doot lot on the : I
Ogean Front Walk in Venice Beach, Due to the R

lots” long and namow dimensions, the design in-

tent 1% bo create a series of angled walls and re- — i' — f

veals i the sade elevations in order 1o provide '—_.—jT"L =t j_ -L_ e — I-'—_ — =
fior view corridors down the side yards 1o the | =T T 1

ocean, The space between the tapered walls is . . |

pezd for pivol windows, which allow far the H = | r | |

madulation of the natural prevailing breezes T — e
through the heuse. | | | :"—F]‘ t r‘ l 3

The namow structure afforded the opponunity -
to creste o clear span structural system, climi- | i
nating the need for any interior load hearing Il. - -
walls, By omitting interior walls, natural venti-
lation air paths can flow from the Ocean Front | . | | ! |
1]1r|.1|.|5l1 the entire intenar and out the Leeward 3
side of the I!uilding. Lovmgiinteal seaiion

To ereate the clear span spaces, a siee] build-
ing system of wide flange stecl columns and
beams, diagonal brace frames wih composite
steel and conercte decking and concrede slabs
are used 1o create o nigid diaphragm so that no
shiear walls are n:ql.zired_

The buildmg™s skin s made of pre-fabrscaled
panels, typically used for walk in refrigeration
buildings. The panels nre manufactured ot of 6-
inch thick fonm skinned wath thin sheed alu-
manum that s pamed with a Kynar paint finish.
The f-inch thick pancls are 30 inches wide x 30
feet tall and weigh less than a hundred pounds
cach, Two men simply install each panel, which
arienl vertically with an inferlocking joant and
are screwed fo the closure plate at the floors, The
pansls are designed with a dull plumirmem finish
creating a surface that has a subale reflectivity of
the changing colors of the shy and sunsets.

The clear-span structure and use of full-height
glass on the west eglevation pru'.-idl:s anm unuiers
rupted view of the beach. The glass window on
the first level is siluated ona worm drive gear e g0 o
system that bowers and mizes the window, Stop-
ping at a haight of 3 feet abowve the Moar, there
is mo pecd for an addition sailing as the window =
serves that purpose,

Twi isswes anse froem having such a transpar-
enl west facing facade, the need for increased e — —
privacy, and implementation of solar maodula- : |
tors. A system of aluminum louvers was de-
signed bo combal both issues, minimizing ihe
o pin and pﬂWnt'irl,g the diesared |'I'l'i'|.'l|.'}'.

In addition fo stairwnys, verfical circulation i= | -
addressed Ih.rwg'll ihe ase of o ;u,ln:u p.m:un'hm:il;
clevator. The elevator 15 the qusckest amd easies |
aceess (o the rooftop where there are photo- | r
voltmic panels, solor panels and 2 never-ending | ST ] e
poal. Space 15 tight on this namow lod, and re- |
quires the use of every avatlable surface W — .
ﬂ;:ﬁ;;ﬂﬂ??w funciionality and the b ..*q_."'.-"-.h. 'F':p".-:;'r o e

Furvd alevation

Cirnay secuon

l
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Architects: Davald Herte Architects—

David Heme, principal-in-charge; Keith Irgland,
project femm

Cleend: Thomas Enmis RV R
Comsultants: C, %W, Howe, structurz]; Monterey H
Energy Liroup dradient Mocring), mechanical
Giemeral comractor: Ko Sense

Seructural svsiene stecl freme and poured in
place concrete

Major materials; steel, congrele, glass, insulated
panels

Site area: 2492 s fi

Built asea: 1,581 sq.f,

Tatal Meor area: 4,582 sq A (3,001 sq.0., inhah-
itabdz)
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