


DAVID HERTZ

4 HOUSES, 3 BRIDGES
(MCKINLEY ADDITION)
Venice, California, U.S.A.
Design: 200002
Construction.: 2002—-03

This project is an extension of an existing resi-
dence in Venice Beach, California (Hertz/Fong
Residence, Previously featured in GA HOUSES
#67). This addition was not contemplated as a
possibility when the original house was de-
signed. By expanding onto an adjacent lot and
combining the properties to double the original
size of the standard 40" x 90 "to 80" x 90" the ar-
chitect/owner/builder was able to create a fam-
ily compound to include in effect (4) Four sepa-
rate buildings connected by (3) Three enclosed
bridges.

The new structures were positioned on the lot
to the outer extremities to facilitate in creating
as much open space as possible between the
buildings. The traditional residential and com-
munal buildings of Bali inspired the architect,
the way in which a residence incorporates exte-
rior spaces defined by individual structures,
each used for a specific purpose.

The existing courtyard is accentuated in
length and a strong visual axis is created by a
parallel bridge used to house a floating bath-
room concealed into a wooden structure de-
signed to be viewed as a lantern at night. This
bridge is used to connect the kids building to a
guesthouse. The guest house structure is de-
signed with a floating roof plane that has a con-
cealed reverse taper that brings the thickness of
the roof to an 1/8 ", The roof plane is to be
skinned in highly polished black stucco.

The buildings are intended to be subservient
and harmonious to the language of the existing
architecture. Intentionally thin and lower in
height, the front elevation is stepped back from
the street and grounded by a solid poured in
place concrete wall that is battered and stepped
with a wood formed texture on the exterior. The
interior concrete is cast so that is highly pol-
ished and reflective as a textural contrast.

The courtyards are designed to extend, at the
same ground plane, into the underside of the
second floor structures by means of large slid-
ing wood and glass panels that conceal behind
structural steel brace frames. These spaces will
be used as indoor outdoor rooms that relate to a
proposed lap pool to run longitudinally between
the buildings.

A long breezeway extends out from an exist-
ing corner window to traverse the entire width of
the properties. Sheathed in glass over a structure
of wood bents and screened by panels of IPE
hardwood solar screens, the breezeway acts as a
circulation spine along the children's building.
The breezeway is designed to open to facilitate
natural ventilation from the prevailing nearby
ocean breezes to cool the structure. Sliding
translucent doors will allow the bedrooms to ei-
ther be open to or closed off from the breezeway.
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Second floor

As with the existing structure several environ-
mental materials and systems are employed in-
cluding but not limited to solar hydronic radiant
heating in exposed concrete floors as well as
photovoltaic panels to generate electricity from
the sun.

Architects: David Hertz Architects—
David Hertz, principal-in-charge; Stacy Fong,
Tony Hatto, project team
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Clients: David Hertz, Stacy Fong

Consultants: C. W. Howe Associates, structural;
Monterey Energy Systems, mechanical;

Stacy Fong, interior

Structural system: poured-in-place concrete, steel
and wood frame

Major materials: concrete, steel, sustainable hard-
woods (ipe, mahogany), Syndecrete surfaces

Site area: 80 x 90 fi.

Total floor area: 2,000 sq.ft. addition
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First floor




West elevation
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